
Color Theory
Introduction to the Elements of Art & Design

PART I: Some Basics



Let’s Start with some Basic Terms



Hue
The name of a color in the 

color spectrum.

Primary Hues

Secondary Hues

Tertiary 
(intermittent) Hues



Color Spectrum Wheel

https://tse2.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.2sOTToMNkKADTSVau1n
mkgHaGK&pid=Api&P=0&w=185&h=155



Complementary Colors

The colors opposite each other are complementary.



The complement of a hue absorbs all of the lightwaves that the hue reflects



When a pair of high-intensity colors are placed side by side, they seem to vibrate.



com·ple·ment
noun

1.
a thing that completes or brings to perfection:
"the libretto proved a perfect complement to the music"
synonyms
accompaniment, companion, addition, supplement, accessory, ... more
antonyms
contrast
2.
a number or quantity of something, especially that required to make a group complete:
"at the moment we have a full complement of staff"
synonyms
amount, total, aggregate, contingent, company, ... more
verb

1.
add to (something) in a way that enhances or improves it; make perfect:
"a classic blazer complements a look that's stylish or casual"
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Analogous Colors





Definition of analogous
: similar or comparable to something else either in 
general or in some specific detail
Timbre in music is analogous to color in painting.
— Aaron Copland
An airplane's joystick is somewhat analogous to the 
reins on a horse.
: similar in a way that invites comparison : showing 
an analogy or a likeness that permits one to draw 
an analogy
a town council and a government body that serves 
an analogous function

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/analogy


Triadic Colors





Congratulations!!! 
We did it! We made 
it to the end. High 
five yourself.


